Welcome to the 2010-11 band year. I am excited about the possibilities for this year and look forward to it being a very successful year. I have put together a packet for you to help you understand the expectations of both you and your student for this year. I know that so much information can be overwhelming especially for new members but please understand that the band booster officers and myself are here to help you and answer any questions you may have. 
Camps- Which camp does my child have to attend?

 
Depending on what section of the band your child is in there are various camps and responsibilities for them. The breakdown is as follows

Music Camp- All students that play a horn are required to attend music camp.
Percussion Camp- All students that play a percussion instrument (drums) are required to attend percussion camp

Dance Line Camp- All students on the dance line are required to attend Dance Line Camp

Color Guard Camp- All students on the color guard are required to attend color guard camp

Rookie Camp- Any student that is participating in marching band for the first time at Vinemont High School is required to attend rookie camp. 

The costs for these camps are as follows. The cost pays for instructors and your child’s required show t-shirt for the year. 

Music Camp - $60
Percussion Camp - $95
Dance Line Camp - $95
Color Guard Camp - $95
Rookie Camp – No Fee 

Do I need to pick my child up for lunches and breaks during band camp?

You may pick your child up for lunch if you wish but you do not have to. There will be an adult, either a parent or staff member, available all day including lunch times. We also have lunch available for purchase for $5 or less. A parent will usually take up orders between 8 and 8:30 each morning and deliver the lunch to the school at lunch time. Lunch usually includes a sandwich and chips and we provide Gatorade throughout the day in our coolers. 
It is not necessary to pick up your child for breaks each day. We will have several short water breaks throughout the day to help us cope with the heat. If you are available to help with water breaks during camp please let us know. It is very easy work and a great way to get to know the students and other parents. 

What should my child know about band camp?

1. Wear tennis shoes every day with cool clothing (no dark colored

clothing). Even if it does not rain you may still get wet. Do not wear

your best clothes or your favorite tennis shoes.

2. Put on the strongest sunscreen you can find each morning and

throughout the day. DCT is the best lip protection for musicians I can

find. It contains SPF protection and will not break down the tissue in

your lips like regular Chap Stick. Bug spray would be an added

bonus.

3. Wear a hat or something to cover your head. 

4. Drink lots of water/Gatorade and avoid cokes and heavy, greasy

foods. Avoid dairy products and eat at least a small breakfast every

morning. Drink a tall glass of water before you leave each morning.

5. Bring your own water bottle and drink as much as possible throughout

the day.

6. Make yourself get plenty of sleep each night and take advantage of

rest breaks by not exerting a lot of energy.

7. Do not miss any rehearsals, it is dangerous to your health and to

those around you.

8. Always have your instrument, music,flip folder, lyre, coordinate sheet and a pencil.

9. If you feel yourself getting dizzy or losing vision kneel to the ground

and do not lock your knees.

10. Bring your inhaler if you have one, even if you have not used it in

years. Inform Mr. Wright if you have any medical conditions or

special allergic reactions such as bee stings.

Bonus: Always wear the best attitude you own.

Students also need to be sure to purchase the needed equipment before band camp. 
Lyres - $5

Flip Folder - $5

Extra Flip Pages – 50 cents each

Students will also be fitted for uniform band shoes at camp if they are needed. These are $25

Uniform Gloves will be purchased later in the season and are $3 a pair

Can I order a band t-shirt for myself or others?

Yes the t-shirt order form provides a place for you to order extra t-shirts. Some people even order an extra t-shirt for their band student because occasionally these shirts have to be worn two days in a row. 

When do after school rehearsals begin and what are the times?

After school rehearsals are required of all students. The rehearsals begin on August 17. A full schedule will be given to students once school starts. These rehearsals have to be coordinated with other school faculty members once school begins. Typically rehearsals are either Monday or Tuesday after school and then Thursday evening. There is a need for more rehearsals early in the season. 

How do the performances and competitions work?

The marching band performs at all varsity football games, two parades, Cullman Night of Bands and usually three competitions each year. All students are required to be at all performances as this is part of their grade. Competitions take place on a Saturday usually in October or late September. Every effort is made to inform you in advance of competition dates. 
How does bus travel work?

We take parent chaperoned school buses to all away games and competitions. Students are always required to ride the bus to the performances. At the end of the performance once the truck is loaded we allow students to check out and ride home with a parent or legal guardian only. There will be a chaperone in charge of signing out students before they are allowed to leave. DO NOT LEAVE WITHOUT SIGNING YOUR STUDENT OUT!  This is our way of making sure we get everyone back home safely. The best way to know when checkout has started is to help get loaded after the game or performance. Once the truck door closes checkout will begin. 

What about the uniform?

We are currently in the process of raising $30,000 to purchase new uniforms. In order to make the old ones last until then and to properly train us for our new uniforms there are some uniform guidelines in place. 

The uniform must always be treated with care. 
Always wear the complete uniform in public.  
Never unzip a jacket unless you are on the bus or in the band room. 
 Ear rings and other jewelry should not be worn while in uniform.  These items must be removed or covered with a flesh colored Band-Aid or tape. Nail polish is not allowed
Students shall not show a public display of affection in uniform. 

Band uniforms should be properly folded and placed on the hanger before returning to    the uniform racks.  Never leave a uniform on the floor or off the hanger.

No eating while in uniform. 

Will there be any other band trips this year?

We try to take a fun band trip every year. We try to alternate a big trip and a small trip every year. This year is a big trip year and we are estimating the cost to be between $350 and $400. These are 3-4 day overnight trips on a charter bus to great locations. They include lots of fun activities and performances. Parents are welcome to go on these trips as well. Information on band trips will be sent home soon after the beginning of the school year. Start fundraising early to build up your child’s account for trips.

How will our children have the time to go to rehearsals two days a week after school, perform at eight to twelve Friday night football games, and compete on Saturdays? How will they have the time to do all of this, within a three-month period, and keep up their grades??

TIME MANAGEMENT will be the most important tool that your children will acquire when they become members of the VHS band program.Your student will learn how to keep a schedule, how to be punctual, and how to set priorities.On the band website www.vhsband.org there will be a detailed schedule. It will also be distributed to all band students. It will list every rehearsal, football game, and competition your student will be required to attend the next three months (well, almost every rehearsal). Print a copy of the schedule and make it a permanent fixture on your refrigerator. 
I heard a rumor that blah blah blah is that true?

Any time you have questions about something you have heard just call the band office first. There are so many people involved in an organization of this size that you will likely hear some information that may or may not be true. Just call Mr. Wright 734-0977 or email him jwright@ccboe.org and I will be glad to give you the straight answer. Rumor mills and gossip can only cause harm for the group as a whole. Please just let me know if you have a question. I will offer you the same courtesy. 

Are there other fees besides the camp fees?
There are other fees associated with band. They are as follows

Uniform Fee - $100  This fee pays for the cleaning, alterations, and any repairs that have to be made to the uniform throughout the school year. Auxiliary members do not pay a uniform fee but are responsible for purchasing their own uniforms

Transportation Fee - $50 This fee pays for the buses, equipment truck, trailers, gas and maintenance to our vehicles. The county charges per mile plus the cost of the driver so travel is a big expense for the band. ALL BAND MEMBERS PAY THIS FEE
School Fee - $5 per semester This is the fee set forth by the school system. Students enrolled in band both semesters may pay for both semesters at the beginning of the school year. 
This seems like a lot of money. Are there ways to earn money for any of the fees?

The cost of participating in band may seem high at first but there are several fundraisers throughout the year to help students meet these costs. Balances may also be carried until November to help you spread out the cost. By taking advantages of the fundraisers many students are able to pay for all of their fees and trip costs. Other arrangements can also be made to help with costs. We typically sell Calendars, Belk Tickets, Frozen Chicken and other items to help with student accounts. You may choose whether or not to participate in the fundraisers that are offered. However if you choose to not participate please pay your balance in full by November. 

Who do I make a check out to and where does my payment need to go?

THE BOOSTER BOX or THE BOX

There is a grey lockbox hanging on the wall outside Mr. Wright’s door. This box has envelopes in it and a drop slot on the top of it. All money should be placed in one of these envelopes and the envelope should be filled out completely then sealed and dropped in the box. Out band booster treasurer checks the box weekly and credits student accounts. We try very hard to keep student balance information up to date and available. 

What are the ways that I can pitch in and help?

Band is a huge family of parents and children. We all have to work together to give all our children the best experience possible. You may volunteer to chaperone a game, drive or load the truck, chaperone a bus trip, help with water breaks at after school rehearsals, help fit uniforms, or a variety of other things. Just jump in and get involved and get to know some other parents. Some very lasting friendships often develop through band parents meeting each other while filling water cups or working concessions. 
Each parent this year will be assigned to work the concession stand at one home game. This helps spread the work around so that everyone does a little instead of a few doing everything. If you need to change the game you are assigned to just work that out with someone who can either work for you or switch games with you. 
Parents that do not work their assigned shift or have someone there to cover it will be charged a $20 concession stand fee. 

What is the best way to stay informed about what is going on in band?

There are a variety of ways to stay informed. First and foremost are band booster meetings. These typically occur on the first Monday evening of the month in the band room. These meetings are where the policies are made and as a parent you are a member of this organization. So be in attendance and have your voice heard and be kept in the loop. 
Aside from booster meetings we also have a band website www.vhsband.org which we use to keep info up to date. I have an email list that you can be included on if you wish and we also use a calling tree system called callingpost that will call your home with messages from me. 
2010-2011 Band Student Information Form

Student 1:_________________________________________________________

Instrument: __________________________   Grade: ______________________

Student 2:_________________________________________________________

Instrument: __________________________   Grade: ______________________

Student 3:_________________________________________________________

Instrument: __________________________   Grade: ______________________

Parent or Guardians: ________________________________________________

Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________



     ___________________________________________________

Home Phone: ___________________________

Cell 1: __________________________    Cell 2: __________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________________

I am interested in volunteering to 

_____Chaperone a home football game

_____Chaperone an away football game

_____Assist with other Fund Raising Events

_____Any of the above

